
 
 

 
 

BIOGRAPHIES OF KEY SUPPORTERS 
 
 

His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General, United Nations  
 

 

 

 
 
On 1 January 2007, Ban Ki-moon of the Republic of Korea became the eighth Secretary-
General of the United Nations, bringing to his post 37 years of service both in Government 
and on the global stage. 
  
At the time of his election as Secretary-General, Mr. Ban was his country's Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade. His long tenure with the Ministry included postings in New Delhi, 
Washington D.C. and Vienna, and responsibility for a variety of portfolios, including Foreign 
Policy Adviser to the President, Chief National Security Adviser to the President, Deputy 
Minister for Policy Planning and Director-General of American Affairs. Throughout this 
service, his guiding vision was that of a peaceful Korean peninsula, playing an expanding 
role for peace and prosperity in the region and the wider world.  
 
Mr. Ban has long-standing ties with the United Nations, dating back to 1975, when he 
worked for the Foreign Ministry's United Nations Division. That work expanded over the 
years, with assignments as First Secretary at the Republic of Korea's Permanent Mission to 
the United Nations in New York, Director of the United Nations Division at the Ministry's 
headquarters in Seoul and Ambassador to Vienna, during which time, in 1999, he served as 
Chairman of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
Organization. In 2001-2002, as Chef de Cabinet during the Republic of Korea's presidency 
of the General Assembly, he facilitated the prompt adoption of the first resolution of the 
session, condemning the terrorist attacks of 11 September, and undertook a number of 
initiatives aimed at strengthening the Assembly's functioning, thereby helping to turn a 
session that started out in crisis and confusion into one in which a number of important 
reforms were adopted.  
 
Mr. Ban has also been actively involved in issues relating to inter-Korean relations. In 1992, 
as Special Adviser to the Foreign Minister, he served as Vice-Chair of the South-North Joint 
Nuclear Control Commission following the adoption of the historic Joint Declaration on the 
Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. In September 2005, as Foreign Minister, he 
played a leading role in bringing about another landmark agreement aimed at promoting 
peace and stability on the Korean peninsula with the adoption at the six-party talks of the 
Joint Statement on resolving the North Korean nuclear issue.  
  

 



 
 

 
 
President Bill Clinton, Founder, William J. Clinton Foundation, 42nd President of the 
United States 
 

 
 

 
William Jefferson Clinton was the first Democratic president in six decades to be elected 
twice – first in 1992 and then in 1996. Under his leadership, the country enjoyed the 
strongest economy in a generation and the longest economic expansion in U.S. history, 
including the creation of more than 22 million jobs. 
  
After leaving the White House, President Clinton established the William J. Clinton 
Foundation with the mission to strengthen the capacity of people in the United States and 
throughout the world to meet the challenges of global interdependence.  Today the 
Foundation has staff and volunteers around the world working to improve lives through 
several initiatives, including the Clinton HIV/AIDS Initiative (now the Clinton Health Access 
Initiative, a separate nonprofit organization) which is helping 2 million people living with 
HIV/AIDS access lifesaving drugs. Other initiatives -- including the Clinton Climate Initiative, 
the Clinton Hunter Development Initiative, and the Clinton Giustra Sustainable Growth 
Initiative -- are applying a business-oriented approach worldwide to fight climate change and 
develop sustainable economic growth in Africa and Latin America. As a project of the 
Foundation, the Clinton Global Initiative brings together global leaders to devise and 
implement innovative solutions to some of the world’s most pressing issues. In the U.S., the 
Foundation is working to combat the alarming rise in childhood obesity through the Alliance 
for a Healthier Generation, and is helping individuals and families succeed and small 
businesses grow. 
  
In addition his Foundation work, President Clinton has joined with former President George 
H.W. Bush three times – after the 2004 tsunami in South Asia, Hurricane Katrina in 2005, 
and Hurricane Ike in 2008 – to help raise money for recovery efforts and served as the U.N. 
Envoy for Tsunami Recovery.  
 
Building on his longstanding commitment to Haiti as President and through his Foundation, 
President Clinton was named U.N. Special Envoy for Haiti in 2009 to assist the government 
and the people of Haiti as they ―build back better‖ after a series of hurricanes battered the 
country in 2008. Following this year’s devastating earthquake, President Clinton dedicated 
Clinton Foundation resources to help with immediate and long term relief and assistance, 
and at the request of President Obama, joined with President George W. Bush to establish 
the Clinton Bush Haiti Fund, which supports highly effective organizations on the ground in 
long-term rebuilding efforts. 



 
 

 
Her Royal Highness the Infanta Cristina, Director of International Programmes, ñla 

Caixaò Foundation    

 
 

 
 
HRH The Infanta Cristina read Political Science at the Complutense University of Madrid, 
graduating in 1989, and holds a a Master's degree in International Relations from New York 
University (1990). 
 
She joined ―la Caixa‖ Foundation in 1993 at the Plastic Arts Department. In 1997 she was 
appointed Coordinator of the International Cooperation Programme of ‖la Caixa‖ Foundation. 
In March 2005 she took up the position of Director of Social Programmes of ―la Caixa‖ 
Foundation with responsibilities upon the international cooperation programme, senior 
citizens and prevention and care of dependent individuals.    
 
At present HRH Princess Cristina is the Director of International Programmes of ―la Caixa‖ 
Foundation in charge of global health and development issues in Latin America, Africa and 
Asia.   
 
Just recently she has been named President of ISGLOBAL, Global Health Institute of 
Barcelona, whose mission is to improve and strengthen the health at a global level through 
four areas: research activities, training, think tank, consulting and field intervention activities 
focusing on the most vulnerable populations, contributing in breaking the vicious circle of 
poverty and burden of disease.  



 
 

 
Her Excellency Penehupifo Pohamba, First Lady of Namibia 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Her Excellency Mrs. Penehupifo Pohamba has been First Lady of Namibia since her 
husband President Hifikepunye Pohamba took office in March 2005. In her tenure as First 
Lady, she has advocated for the empowerment of women to enable them to make a 
meaningful contribution to the development of society and has fought for the eradication of 
violence and other forms of injustice against women. She has also been active in supporting 
maternal and child health-care, 
 
and also in the fight against HIV/AIDS. In July 2006, she was elected Vice-President of the 
Organization of African First Ladies against HIV/AIDS (OAFLA) for the Southern Africa 
Region. Mrs. Pohamba was trained in midwifery both in Tanzania and Jamaica and 
practiced as a midwife and as a registered nurse up until she became First Lady. 
 
 
 
Mr. Audun Lysbakken, Minister of Childrenôs Affairs, Equality and Social Inclusion 
 

 

 

 
Mr. Audun Lysbakken was appointed Minister for Children, Equality and Social Inclusion in 
Norway in October 2009. The 32-year old deputy leader of the Socialist Left Party has long 
sought to revitalise the debate on gender equality in Norway. He’s been an advocate for 
mandated paternity leave and has worked to raise men’s awareness about their health and 
education. He has also called for renewed action to reduce maternal mortality worldwide. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Dr. Michel Sidibé, Executive Director, UNAIDS (the Joint United Nations Programme 
on HIV/AIDS) 
 

 

 

 
Michel Sidibé is the Executive Director of UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Programme on 
HIV/AIDS. UNAIDS brings together the efforts and resources of the UNAIDS Secretariat and 
ten UN system organizations in the AIDS response. The Secretariat headquarters is in 
Geneva, Switzerland—with staff on the ground in more than 80 countries. UNAIDS’ 
Cosponsors include UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, ILO, UNESCO, 
WHO and the World Bank.  
 
Mr Sidibé’s appointment was effective 1 January 2009, with the rank of Under Secretary-
General of the United Nations.  
 
Before joining UNAIDS, Mr Sidibé spent more than 25 years in public service. Mr Sidibé 
began his career in global health and development when he became concerned with the 
health and welfare of the nomadic Tuareg people in the Timbuktu region of his native Mali. 
These efforts evolved into a role as country director for the international development 
federation Terre des Hommes.  
 
In 1987, Mr Sidibé joined UNICEF in the Democratic Republic of Congo. In his 14 years at 
UNICEF he oversaw programmes across ten francophone countries in Africa. He also 
served as UNICEF Country Representative in several African countries including Swaziland, 
Burundi, and Uganda.  
 
Mr Sidibé became the Director of Country and Regional support department for UNAIDS in 
2001. In 2007, he was appointed as UNAIDS Deputy Executive Director of Programmes and 
Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations. In this capacity, he led UNAIDS’ 
contributions to regional and country responses as well as UNAIDS efforts in global policies, 
evidence, and monitoring and evaluation.  
 
Mr Sidibé earned two Post-Master’s Diplomas in Social Planning and Demography as well 
as in Development and Political Economy from the University of Clermont. He also holds a 
Master’s degree in economics. In 2007, Mr Sidibé was awarded an honorary professorship 
at Stellenbosch University of South Africa.  
 
Born in 1952, Mr Sidibé is a citizen of Mali. He is fluent in English and French. He also 
speaks several African languages including Bambara, Mandingo, and Dioula. He is married 
and has four children. 
 



 
 

 
Mr. Graeme Wheeler, Managing Director, The World Bank Group 
 

 
 

 
Mr. Graeme Wheeler, Managing Director of the World Bank Group is responsible for the 
networks for Poverty Reduction and Economic Management, Financial and Private 
Sector Development, Human Development, and Sustainable Development; the World 
Bank Institute; and the General Services Department. Mr. Wheeler joined the World Bank in 
1997 as Director of the Financial Products and Services Department. He became Vice 
President and Treasurer in 2001; and Managing Director in 2006. Prior to joining the Bank, 
Mr. Wheeler served the New Zealand Government in various capacities, his last position 
being a Deputy Secretary in the New Zealand Treasury. Mr. Wheeler is the author of a book 
on Sound Practice in Government Debt Management. 
 
 
Dr. Julian Schweitzer, Director, Health Nutrition and Population, Human Development 
Network, World Bank 
 

 
 

 
Immediately prior to his current appointment, Julian was the Director of the Human 
Development Sector in the South Asia Region of the World Bank, responsible for the 
Bank’s operations in health, nutrition, population, education and social protection. 
During his career in the Bank, he has also worked in the Middle East and North Africa, 
Latin America and the transition economies of Europe, managing operations in health, 
education, and social protection. He has also worked as the Operations Director in the 
Bank’s East Asia and Pacific region and as the Bank’s Country Director based in Russia. 
While working in the South Asia Region, he focused on developing sector wide 
approaches to mobilize external financing effectively in support of a single country health 
strategy. He restructured and strengthened the Bank’s regional HIV/AIDS engagement 
with clients and external partners, while also strengthening the Bank’s advisory and 
financial role. He has extensive operational and management experience of health and 
development issues in different parts of the world. His health sector interests include health 
finance and health systems strengthening. Before joining the Bank, Mr. Schweitzer worked 
in the public and private sectors in the UK and India. He holds a PhD from the University of 
London and has authored numerous articles and essays on economic and human 
development. 
 



 
 

 
Dr. Philippe Douste-Blazy, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations on Innovative Finance for Development, Chairman of UNITAID, Chairman of 
the Millennium Foundation for Innovative Finance for Health 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
A pioneer in the innovative financing movement, Dr. Philippe Douste-Blazy is the Chairman 
of the Millennium Foundation for Innovative Finance for Health. In this role, he brings 
unparalleled experience in medicine, administration, politics and international affairs to help 
the Millennium Foundation achieve its mission of saving lives by creating a sustainable 
source of needed additional funding to achieve the three health-related Millennium 
Development Goals agreed to by the United Nations: treating and fighting life-threatening 
diseases, including HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis; reducing childhood mortality; and 
improving maternal health.  
 
Dr. Douste-Blazy is also the Chairman of UNITAID, an organization that he was instrumental 
in developing. UNITAID is a global health partnership established in 2006 under the 
auspices of the United Nations to combat malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS among the 
world's most vulnerable populations.  
 
Dr. Douste-Blazy has been a world-renowned leader in health policy for more than 20 years. 
He has held multiple esteemed ministry positions with the government of his native France, 
including Minister of Health, Minister of Culture and Communication as well as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs amongst others prior to advancing to global endeavors with the United 
Nations.  
 
Currently the United Nations Special Advisor on Innovative Finance for Development, 
possessing the rank of Under Secretary-General, Dr. Douste-Blazy has spearheaded 
multiple initiatives towards to treating, fighting and eradicating malaria, tuberculosis and 
HIV/AIDS. He has worked with the world’s leading authorities in this arena, including the 
Clinton HIV/AIDS initiative, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the World Health 
Organization and UNICEF, amongst others.  
 
Dr. Douste-Blazy is widely regarded as one of the world’s foremost experts on innovative 
financing. He serves as the Special Advisor to the United Nations High Level Taskforce on 
Innovative International Financing for Health Systems, which is co-chaired by Robert 
Zoellick, President of the World Bank and Gordon Brown, Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom.  
 
Prior to embracing health policy initiatives, Dr. Douste-Blazy was a practicing cardiologist 
and Professor of Medicine at Toulouse University in France. He now focuses his efforts on 
achieving the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, specifically through methods of 
innovative financing. 
 



 
 

 
Mr. Raymond Chambers, Special Envoy for Malaria, United Nations Secretary-General 
 

 
 

 
 
Raymond Chambers is a philanthropist and humanitarian who has directed most of his 
efforts towards children. He is the founding chairman of the Points of Light Institute and co-
founded, with Colin Powell, America’s Promise Alliance. Chambers is the co-founder of the 
National Mentoring Partnership and founding chairman of both The Millennium Promise 
Alliance and Malaria No More. 
 
In February 2008, the Secretary-General of the United Nations appointed Chambers as the 
first Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Malaria, and in December 2008 President 
Bush recognized Chambers with the Presidential Citizens Medal for his work helping 
children worldwide. 
 
Mr. Chambers is leading the UN Secretary General's call to achieve universal coverage of 
malaria control interventions by December 31, 2010. He also organized and co- hosted the 
MDG Malaria Summit in September 2008, which saw the unveiling of the Global Malaria 
Action Plan and garnered wide media attention and unprecedented political commitments.  
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Dr. Bernard Salomé, Managing Director, Millennium Foundation for Innovative 
Financing for Health  
 

 

 
 

 
 
Dr. Bernard Salomé is the Managing Director of the Millennium Foundation for Innovative 
Finance for Health. A thought-leader in the arena of global health issues, he leads the 
strategic vision for the Foundation combining his experience in international development, 
economics and policy.  
 
The Millennium Foundation’s mission is to save lives by creating a sustainable source of 
needed additional funding to achieve the three health-related Millennium Development Goals 
agreed to by the United Nations: treating and fighting life-threatening diseases, including 
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis; reducing childhood mortality; and improving maternal 
health. Dr. Salomé works hand-in-hand with Dr. Philippe Douste-Blazy, Chairman of the 
Board of the Millennium Foundation and current United Nations Special Advisor on 
Innovative Finance for Development and Chairman of the Board of UNITAID.  
 
Dr. Salomé has over 30 years of professional experience with international organizations in 
various assignments involving sustainable development, global policy, high-level strategic 
planning and crisis management. Prior to his work with the Millennium Foundation, he was 
the Director of the Voluntary Solidarity Contribution project within the Cabinet of the Political 
Advisor of the President of France. He also previously served as the Head of Secretariat, 
Extractive Industries Review (EIR) – World Bank, from 2001-2003, and in the late nineties, 
was assigned by the European Commission to UNMIK in Kosovo, as the Head of the 
Economic Policy Office of UNMIK, and he was the main strategic Advisor on economic and 
social issues to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Dr. Bernard Kouchner.  
 
Early in his career, Dr. Salomé worked on education and human resources projects for the 
Africa and Asia divisions of the World Bank, as well as the Deputy Director of the G-7 
Support Implementation Group in Moscow, where he designed a complete information 
system used by all embassies and donor agencies for external aid to Russia (technical 
assistance, humanitarian aid, export credit, and budget support).  
 
An economist by training, Dr. Salomé received his doctorate in Economic Development from 
Université Paris Sorbonne in 1984. He is the author of eight books on development issues 
and seven World Bank reports. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Mr. Philippe Chérèque, Executive Vice President, Commercial, Amadeus IT Group SA 
 

 

 

 

 
 Mr. Chérèque was appointed EVP, Commercial on January 1, 2009, and in his position 
oversees the company’s worldwide commercial strategy.  
 
Previously, he was responsible for Amadeus’ business development, marketing, technical 
architecture and product plan, as Senior Vice President, Corporate Strategy.  
 
Mr Chereque has worked at Amadeus since its creation in 1987, where he was first based in 
Miami as Director of Product Definition. Since then, his focus on the strategic and marketing 
elements of Amadeus' product initiatives has brought the company to the forefront of product 
offerings for the travel industry. He was appointed SVP, Corporate Strategy in July, 1999.  
Prior to joining Amadeus, Mr. Chérèque held managerial positions in operational research at 
Air France and was Product Manager at Télématique SA.  
 
Mr. Chérèque is a graduate of the Institut Supérieur d'Électronique de Paris and holds a 
MSc in Electronics from the University of Paris.  
 
 
Bruce J. Charendoff, Senior Vice President of Government and External Affairs, Sabre 
Holdings 
 

 

 

 
Bruce J. Charendoff is the Senior Vice President of Government and External Affairs for 
Sabre Holdings, a Southlake, Texas based travel technology and distribution company with 
9000 employees throughout the world.   Sabre Holdings has three major business units: 
Sabre Travel Network, Sabre Airline Solutions, and Travelocity.com.   The company is 
privately held by Texas Pacific Group and Silverlake Partners.  Mr. Charendoff coordinates 
all advocacy and industry initiatives for the company both in the US and abroad.   He holds a 
JD degree from the University of Michigan and a BA from Wesleyan University in 
Middletown, Connecticut.   Prior Sabre, he worked in the legal and government affairs 
departments at American Airlines and as an associate at Shipman & Goodwin, a Hartford, 
CT law firm.   He is celebrating his 20th year with Sabre this year.   He serves on the board 
of US Travel Association and the Interactive Travel Services Association.  
 
 

http://travelocity.com/


 
 

 
Dirk J. Vande Beek, Senior Vice President, Global Communications, Government 
Affairs & Corporate Social Responsibility, Travelport 
 

 

 

 
 
Dirk J. Vande Beek is Senior Vice President, Global Communication, Government Affairs & 
Corporate Social Responsibility for Travelport. In this role, Dirk provides strategic direction 
and manages relationships with governments and international organizations through 
strategic and tactical global public affairs programs. In addition, he is responsible for 
Travelport’s global internal and external communications, programs and initiatives.  Dirk also 
directs Travelport’s CSR and philanthropic programs and projects. 
 
Dirk joined Travelport from CA, formerly Computer Associates Inc., where he was 
instrumental in creating and managing its government relations function both as a consultant 
and, from 2004 through 2007, as head of the department serving as CA’s Vice President of 
Global Government Relations. 
 
Previously, Dirk served as Vice President of Public Relations for The Coca-Cola Company, 
where he developed and implemented global public relations strategies. Earlier, he was 
Global Manager of Public Relations at the Halliburton Company, where he ran the global 
media strategy for Halliburton’s corporate branding campaign, E-commerce initiatives/joint 
ventures and merger with Dresser Industries. 
 
Dirk's extensive experience in Washington D.C. includes serving as the Director of 
Communications and Press Secretary for Vice President Dick Cheney in the 2000 
Presidential Campaign, as well as Deputy Director of Communications for the 2001 
Presidential Inaugural Committee. From 1988-1993, he was Senior Assistant to the Director 
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), representing the FEMA Director 
with the White House, NATO, other U.S. federal agencies, the U.S. Congress and State, 
County and local governments. He also held several advisory positions with Members of the 
United States Congress and served in the Communications Department in the U.S. 
Department of Labor. In 1993, Dirk was awarded the Distinguished Civilian Service Medal 
for his service to the U.S. Government. 
 
Dirk holds a bachelor's degree in History from Westmont College in Santa Barbara, 
California and is a graduate of the American Campaign Academy. 
 
Dirk is a member of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, the Metro 
Atlanta Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and the Cobb County Chamber of 
Commerce Chairman’s Club. 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Mr. William A. Maloney, CTC - Chief Executive Officer, American Society of Travel 
Agents 
  

 

 

 
William A. Maloney, CTC, CEO of the American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) is a 30-
year veteran of the travel industry. He joined ASTA in March 1999.  
 
Prior to joining ASTA, Maloney was the vice president of travel industry sales for the Hertz 
Corp. in Park Ridge, N.J., where he built and led the U.S. travel industry sales force. He was 
responsible for the company's sales and marketing activities with travel agents, tour 
wholesalers, airlines, hotels and cruise lines.  
 
He also served as senior vice president, sales and marketing, for Allnet Communication 
Services of Birmingham, Mich., where he was responsible for sales, marketing and customer 
service activities for the $400 million corporation.  
 
In addition, he excelled as executive vice president and chief operating officer for Woodside 
Management Systems, Inc., of Boston, from 1980 to 1985, where he converted the company 
from a non-profit to a for-profit stock company and grew the company-owned franchise 
location from startup to $40 million. Maloney has also worked as vice president of sales for 
Hughes AirWest of San Francisco, Calif., and has worked for American Airlines. He was a 
1st lieutenant in the U.S. Army.  
 
Maloney has served on the boards of the The Travel Institute, the National Academy 
Foundation and the Association of Travel Marketing Executives. He currently serves on the 
board of the Travel Industry Association. He holds a BBA degree in finance from St. 
Bonaventure University in Olean, N.Y., and is certified by The Travel Institute as a Certified 
Travel Counselor (CTC).  
 
ASTA’s (American Society of Travel Agents) mission is to facilitate the business of selling 
travel through effective representation, shared knowledge and the enhancement of 
professionalism. ASTA seeks a retail travel marketplace that is profitable, growing and a 
rewarding place to work, invest and do business 
 
 



 
 

 
Ms. Tracey Weber, President, Travelocity North America 
 

 

 

 
Tracey Weber has no problem with the art of multi-tasking. As president of Travelocity North 
America, she is responsible for all aspects of Travelocity's business in the region.  
Weber, who is based in Travelocity's New York office, previously served as Travelocity's 
chief operating officer. As COO, she handled the day-to-day management of Travelocity's 
North American flights, hotels, rental cars, and cruise lines of business and its Vacation 
Package and Last Minute Package products. Additionally, Weber provided direction and 
strategic support for sales and customer care, business development, marketing and 
Travelocity.caSM. During her years with the company she has been deeply involved in a 
wide array of projects including the launch of Travelocity's dynamic packaging shopping 
engine as well as in the development of Travelocity's industry leading net rate hotel program, 
playing a key role in operations, content strategy and management. Weber came to 
Travelocity from Site59 when it was acquired in March 2002. She was a co-founder of Site59 
and also served as that company's chief operating officer. Weber earned her master's of 
business administration from The Wharton School of Management and her bachelor's 
degree from Harvard University. 
 

 
Dr. John E. Tedstrom, President & CEO, Global Business Coalition on HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Tedstrom joined the GBC in 2006, and since then he has been leading the development 
of its strategy expanding its work to tuberculosis and malaria. Dr. Tedstrom has also led the 
expansion of GBC's geographical reach through a merger with Transatlantic Partners 
Against AIDS (TPAA), an organization he founded in 2003.  
He served as director for Russian, Ukrainian, and Eurasian affairs for the U.S. National 
Security Council, providing policy advice and strategic planning for President Clinton. He 
also managed inter-agency coordination on priority foreign policy issues in the region.  
Previously, Dr. Tedstrom worked for nearly a decade at the RAND Corporation as economist 
and senior economist. Dr. Tedstrom currently serves on the Global Health Advisory 
Committee of the Clinton Global Initiative. He also held the Jacyk Chair at Columbia 
University's School of International and Public Affairs in 2000-2001. 



 
 

 
Carol Nawina Nyirenda, Treatment Advocacy and Literacy Campaign (TALC) 
 

  
Carol has lived with HIV for many years and has also survived TB treatment. She has been 
able to transform this personal experience into a political campaign to address TB/HIV, and 
has incorporated TB advocacy into her national and global HIV activism. Participating in the 
TAG-ICW advocacy trainings gave Carol a knowledge base of TB science, diagnostics, and 
treatment that has enabled her to train other activists on TB and TB/HIV coinfection and, 
along with fellow Zambian activists, to advocate for the Zambian government to implement 
WHO recommendations for collaborative TB/HIV activities. Carol has received global 
recognition for her activism and served as a panelist at the April 2008 meeting in Thailand of 
the UNAIDS Program Coordinating Board (PCB), addressing the issue of multidrug-resistant 
TB among people living with HIV. In part, her advocacy led the UNAIDS PCB to decide to 
monitor TB/HIV mortality numbers as a measure of the impact of the implementation of the 
collaborative activities recommended by the WHO policy to reduce the burden of TB/HIV. 
Carol was also invited to be part of the International Treatment Preparedness Coalition's 
World CAB meeting to discuss treatment access issues with the pharmaceutical industry. 
She is a community representative on the Stop TB Partnership's New Diagnostics Working 
Group, and is a board member representing communities of people living with TB, HIV, and 
malaria for UNITAID, where she has successfully lobbied for the provision of resources for 
diagnostics for TB drug resistance testing.  
 
 

Dr. Jorge Bermudez, Executive Secretary, UNITAID 
 

 

 

 
Dr. Bermudez has been leading UNITAID since his appointment in 2007, increasing the 
number of member countries to 30 and committing over US$900 million to projects in 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria worldwide. 
Previously he was Unit Chief for Essential Medicines, Vaccines and Health Technologies at 
the Pan American Health Organization in Washington and Director of the Brazilian National 
School of Public Health. He has also held several positions within the Brazilian National 
Health System. Mr. Bermudez played a leading role in the 2005 Second round of Price 
Negotiations in Latin America for antiretroviral and diagnosis/monitoring reagents. He has 
published several books, book chapters and papers dealing with Public Health and access to 
medicines. Mr. Bermudez is a trained Medical Doctor, holds a Master’s degree in Tropical 
Medicine and a Doctorate in Public Health. 


